
Modern Europe Reading List Comprehensive Examinations  

for M.A. and Ph.D. Students 

 

Note to Students: 

Students should use this general reading list as a guide to create their own examination reading 

lists.  Students are NOT expected to read all the works on this list.  Nor are they expected to 

design readings lists that incorporate every category listed below.  Please work with your 

examiners to come up with a coherent list of categories (there is no set number) that reflect your 

own program of study.  Exams should cover a chronology of roughly 100 years (for example, 

1750-1914 or 1890s to the present) for M.A. major exams or Ph.D. minor field exams.  Exams 

should cover a chronology of roughly 200 years for Ph.D. exams (for example, 1750-post WW II 

era).  Exams should focus on more than one nation state.   

 

Pre-Revolutionary Transformations 

Classic Works: 

Robert Darnton, The Business of Enlightenment: A Publishing History of the Encyclopedie, 

1775-1800 (1987). 

Robert Darnton, The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History 

(1985). 

Jurgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere (1962). 

Paul Hazard, European Thought in the Eighteenth Century: From Montesquieu to Lessing. 

(1963) 

E.P. Thompson, Customs in Common: Studies in Traditional Popular Culture (1991). 

E. P. Thompson, “The Moral Economy of the English Crown in the Eighteenth Century,” Past 

and Present, no. 50 (February, 1971). 

 

More Recent Works: 

Carla Hesse, The Other Enlightenment: How French Women Became Modern (2001). 

Sara Maza, Private Lives, Public Affairs: The Causes Celebres of Prevolutionary France (1993). 

Nicholas Till, Mozart and the Enlightenment: Truth, Virtue and Beauty in Mozart’s Operas 

(1992). 



Dror Wahrman and Colin Jones, The Age of Cultural Revolutions in Britain and France, 1750 

-1820 (2002). 

 

French Revolution 

Classic Works: 

Alfred Cobban, The Social Interpretation of the French Revolution (1964). 

François Furet, Interpreting the French Revolution (1981) 

Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture and Class in the French Revolution (1984) 

Joan Landes, Women and the Public Sphere in the Age of the French Revolution (1988). 

Georges Lefebvre, The Coming of the French Revolution (1947)  

Albert Soboul, The Parisian Sans-Culottes and the French Revolution (1964). 

 

More Recent Works : 

Keith Baker, Inventing the French Revolution (1990) 

Keith Baker, French Revolution and the Creation of Modern Political Culture (1994). 

Antoine De Baecque, The Body Politic: Corporeal Metaphor in Revolutionary France, 1770 

-1800 (1997) 

Suzanne Desan, The Family on Trial in Revolutionary France (1990). 

Laurent Dubois,  A Colony of Citizens: Revolution and Slave Emancipation in the French 

 Caribbean, 1787-1804 (2004) 

Laurent Dubois, Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution (2004). 

Dan Edelstein, The Terror of Natural Right: Republicanism, the Cult of Nature, and the French 

 Revolution  (2009). 

Timothy Tackett, Becoming a Revolutionary: The Deputies of the French National Assembly and 

the Emergence of Revolutionary Culture (1996). 

 

Historiography 

David Andress, “The Shifting Landscape of Revolutionary Interpretations: A Death of the Past 

 and the a Rebirth of History?” part of  Forum in French Historical Studies, vol. 32, no. 4 

 (Fall 2009), with comments from Laurent Dubois, Carla Hesse, and Lynn Hunt. 

Jack Cencer, “Commencing the Third Century of Debate,” American Historical Review (1989) 



Suzanne Desan, “What’s After Political Culture?  Recent French Revolutionary Historiography,” 

 French Historical Studies, vol. 23, no. 1 (Winter, 2000): 163-196. 

Rebecca L. Spang, “Paradigms and Paranoia: How Modern Is the French Revolution?” American 

 Historical Review, vol. 108, no. 1 (February, 2003): 119-147. 

 

Industrial Revolution 

Classic Works: 

Maxine Berg, The Age of Manufactures: Industry, Innovation and Work in Britain (1985). 

Rondo Cameron, “A New View of European Industrialization,” Economic History Review 38 

 (1985). 

Alexander Gerschenkron, Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective (1962). 

David Landes, The Unbound Prometheus: Technological Change and Industrial Development in 

 Western Europe from 1750 to the present (1969). 

Wolfgang Shivelbusch, The Railway Journey: The industrialization and Perception of Space and 

Time (1987). 

Raphael Samuel “Workshop of the World: Steam Power and Hand Technology in Mid-Victorian 

 Britain,” History Workshop Journal , no. 3 (Spring, 1977). 

Joan Scott and Louise Tilly, Women, Work and Family (1978). 

Clive Trebilcock, The Industrialization of the Continental Powers, 1780-1914 (1978). 

 

More Recent Works: 

Maxine Berg and Pat Hudson, “Rehabilitating the Industrial Revolution,” Economic History 

Review, vol. 45, no. 1 (February 1992): 24-50. 

Kevin O’Rourke and Jeffrey Williamson, Globalization and History: The Evolution of a 

 Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Economy  (1999). 

Peter Temin, “Two Views of the British Industrial Revolution,” Journal of Economic History, 

 vol. 57, no. 1 (March, 1997), pp 63-82. 

Deborah Valenze, The First Industrial Woman (1995). 

E.A. Wrigley, Continuity, Chance and Change: The Character of the Industrial Revolution in 

England  (1988). 

 



Working-Class Formations in Industrializing Europe/ Working-Class Cultures 

Classic Works: 

Richard Evans, The German Working Class, 1888-1933: The Politics of Everyday Life (1982). 

Ira Katznelson and Aristide Zolberg, eds., Working-Class Formation: Nineteenth-Century 

Patterns in Western Europe and the United States  (1986). 

Gareth Stedman Jones, Languages of Class: Studies in English Working Class History (1983). 

Raphael Samuel “Workshop of the World: Steam Power and Hand Technology in Mid-Victorian 

 Britain,” History Workshop Journal  no. 3 (Spring, 1977). 

Joan Scott, The Glassmakers of Carmaux (1974). 

Joan Scott and Louise Tilley, Women, Work and Family (1978). 

William Sewell, Work and Revolution in France: The Languages of Labor from the Old Regime 

 to 1848 (1980). 

E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (1963). 

E. P. Thompson, “Time, Work-Discipline, and Industrial Capitalism,” Past & Present, vol. 38 

(1967): 56-97. 

 

More Recent Works: 

Kathleen Canning, Languages of Labor and Gender: Female Factory Work in Germany, 1850-

1914 (1996). 

Anna Clark, The Struggle for the Breeches: Gender and the Making of the British Working Class 

(1995). 

Geoff Eley, The Future of Class in History (2007). 

Geoff Eley, Society, Culture and the State in Germany, 1870-1930 (1997). 

James Epstein, In Practice: Studies in the Language and Culture of Popular Politics Modern 

Britain  (2002). 

Joan Scott, Gender and the Politics of History  (1986). 

Deborah Valenze, The First Industrial Woman (1995). 

 

Middle-Class Formations in Industrializing Europe/ Bourgeois Class and Culture 

Classic Works: 



David Blackbourn and Geoff Eley, The Peculiarities of German History: Bourgeois Society and 

Politics in Nineteenth-Century Germany (1984). 

T.J. Clark, The Painting of Modern Life (1984). 

Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle 

Class, 1780-1850 (1987). 

Peter Gay, The Bourgeois Experience: From Victoria to Freud (1984). 

Michael Miller, The Bon Marche: Bourgeois Culture and the Department Store, 1869-1920 

 (1981). 

Thomas Richards, The Commodity Culture of Victorian England: Advertising and Spectacle, 

 1851-1914 (1990). 

Bonnie Smith, Ladies of the Leisure Class: The Bourgeoises of Northern France (1981). 

Judith Walkowitz, Prostitution and Victorian Society  (1982). 

 

More Recent Works: 

Carol Harrison, The Bourgeois Citizen in Nineteenth-Century France:Gender, Sociability and 

the Uses of Emulation (1999). 

Carol Harrision, “The Bourgeoisie after the Bourgeois Revolution,” Journal of Urban History, 

31 (2005), pp. 382-392. 

Seth Koven, Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London (2004). 

Robert Nye, Maculinity and Male Codes of Honor in Modern France (1993). 

Dror Wahrman, Imagining the Middle Class: The Political Representation of Class in Britain, 

 1780-1840 (1995). 

 

Fin De Siecle Cultures and Turmoil / Mass Politics and Popular Cultures  

Classic Works: 

Walter Benjamin, « Paris » The Capital of the Nineteenth Century, » in Reflections : Essays, 

Aphorisms, and Autobiographhical Writings (1978). 

Marshall Berman, All that is Solid Melts into Air : The Experience of Modernity (1982). 

Carl Schorske, Fin-de-siècle Vienna: Politics and Culture (1981). 

Stephen Kern, The Culture of Tim and Space, 1880-1918. (1981). 

Arno J. Mayer, The Persistence of the Old Regime:  Europe to the Great War (1981). 



George Mosse, The Crisis of German Ideology (1964). 

Roger Shattuck, The Banquet Years : The Origins of the Avant-Garde in France (1984). 

Fritz Stern, The Politics of Cultural Despair (1961). 

Eugen Weber, France, Fin de Siecle (1986). 

Rosalind Williams, Dream Worlds : Mass Consumption in Late Nineteenth-Century France 

(1982). 

 

More Recent Works: 

Edward Berenson, The Trial of Madame Caillaux (1992). 

William Everdell, The First Moderns: Profiles in the Origins of Twentieth Century Thought 

(1997). 

Peter Fritzsche, Reading Berlin: 1900 (1996). 

Suzanne Kaufman, Consuming Visions: Mass Culture and the Lourdes Shrine (2005). 

Alex Owen, The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism and the Culture of the Modern (2004). 

Judith Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late Victorian 

London (1992) 

Vanessa Schwartz, Spectacular Realities: Early Mass Culture in Fin-de-Siècle Paris (1999). 

Deobora Silverman, Art Nouveau in Fin-de-Siecle France : Politics, Psychology and Style 

 (1989). 

Scott Spector, Prague Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka’s 

 Fin-de-Siecle (2002). 

 

Nationalism and Nation Building 

Classic Works: 

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of  

 Nationalism  (1983). 

Rogers, Brubaker, Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany  (1992).  
Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (1992). 
Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism  (1983). 
Eric Hobsbawm, The Invention of Tradition  (1983). 
Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism since 1790: Programme, Myth, Reality (1992) 

Miroslav, Social Preconditions of National Revival in Europe: A Comparative Analysis of the 



 Social Composition of Patriotic Groups among the Smaller European Nations (1985). 

George Mosse, The Nationalization of the Masses: Political Symbolism and Mass Movements in 

 Germany from the Napoleonic Wars through the Third Reich (1975). 

George Mosse, Nationalism and Sexuality: Respectability and Abnormal Sexuality in Modern 

 Europe (1985) 

Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France (1976). 

 

More Recent Works: 

Celia Applegate, A Nation of Provincials: The German Idea of Heimat (1990). 

David Bell, The Cult of the Nation in France: Inventing Nationalism, 1680-1800 (2001). 

Ida Blom, Karen Hagemann, and Catherine Hall, eds., Gendered Nations: Nationalisms and 

 Gender Order in the Long Nineteenth Century (2000). 

Alan Confino, The Nation as a Local Metaphor: Wurttemberg, Imperial Germany and National 

 Memory, 1871-1918. (1997). 

Caroline Ford, Creating the Nation in Provincial France: Religion and Political Identity in 

 Brittany (1993). 

Pieter Judson, Guardians of the Nation: Activists on the Language Frontiers of Imperial Austria 

 (2006). 

Anastasia Karakasidou, Fields of Wheat, Hills of Blood: Passage to Nationhood in Greek 

 Macedonia (1997). 

Jeremy King, Budweisers into Czechs and Germans: A Local History of Bohemian Politics, 

 1848-1948 (2002). 

Tara Zahra, Kidnappped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the 

 Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 (2008). 

 

Empire and Colonialism 

Classic Works: 

Theory: 

J.A. Hobson, Imperialism: A Study (1902). 

V.I. Lenin, Imperialism: Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916). 

J.A. Schumpeter, The Sociology of Imperialism (1918). 



Edward Said, Orientalism (1978). 

 

Classic Monographs: 

Winfrid Baumgart, Imperialism: The Idea and Reality of British and French Colonial Expansion 

(1982). 

P. J. Cain and A. G. Hopkins, British Imperialism: innovation and expansion, 1688-1914  

(1993). 

Anna Davin, “Imperialism and Motherhood,” History Workshop Journal 5 (Spring, 1978). 

D. K. Fieldhouse, Economics and Empire, 1830-1014 (1984). 

J. M. Mackenzie, Imperialism and Popular Culture (1989). 

David Prochaska, Making Algeria French: Colonialism in Bone, 1870-1920 (1990). 

Ronald Robinson and John Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians (1961). 

Ronald Robinson and John Gallagher, “The Imperialism of Free Trade,” Economic History 

Review 6 (1953). 

Eric Wolf, Europe and the People without History (1982). 

 

More Recent Works: 

J. M. Blaut, The Colonizer’s Model of the World: Geographical Diffusionism and Eurocentric 

History (1993). 

Benjamin Brower, A Desert Named Peace: The Violence of France’s Empire in the Algerian 

Sahara, 1844-1902 (2009). 

Antoinette M. Burton, Burdens of History: British Feminists, Indian Women, and Imperial 

Culture, 1865-1915 (1994) 

Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference 

(2000). 

Julia Clancy-Smith and Frances Gouda, Domesticating the Empire: Race, Gender and Family 

Life in French and Dutch Colonialism (1998). 

Alice Conklin, A Mission to Civilize: The Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa 

(1997). 

Fred Cooper, Colonialism in Question: Theory, Knowledge, History (2005). 



J. P. Daughton, An Empire Divided: Religion, Republicanism and the Making of French 

Colonialism (2008). 

Richard Drayton, Nature’s Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the ‘Improvement’ of the 

World (2000). 

Durba Ghosh, Sex and the Family in Colonial India: The Making of Empire (2006). 

Catherine Hall, Civilizing Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination, 1830-

1867.  (2002). 

Timothy Mitchell, Colonizing Egypt (1991). 

Sinha, Mrinalini.  Colonial Masculinity: The ‘Manly Englishman’ and the ‘Effeminate Bengali’ 
 in the late Nineteenth Century. (1995). 

Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturalism (1992). 

Ann Laura Stoler, Race and the Education of Desire: Foucault’s History of Sexuality and the 

Colonial Order of Things (1995). 

Ann Laura Stoler and Fred Cooper, eds., Tensions of Empire: Colonial Cultures in a Bourgeois 

World (1997). 

Andrew Zimmermann, Alabama in Africa: Booker T. Washington, the German Empire, and the 
 Globalization of the New South (2010). 

 
 
World War I 
 
Classic Works 
Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (1989). 
Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory (1975). 
Margaret Higgonnet et al., Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two World Wars (1989). 
Arthur Marwick, The Total War and Social Change (1988). 
Robert Wohl, The Generation of 1914 (1979) 
 
 
More Recent Works: 
S. Audoin-Rouzeau, L. Smith and A. Becker, France and the Great War, 1914-1914 (2003) 
Belinda Davis, Home Fires Burning: Food, Politics, and Everyday Life in World War I Berlin 

 (2000). 
Richard Fogarty, Race and War in France; Colonial Subjects in the French Army, 1914-1918 

 (2008). 
Peter Holquist, Making War, Forging Revolution: Russia’s Continuum of Crisis, 1914-1921 

 (2002). 
Isabelle Hull, Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial 

 Germany (2008). 
Jurgen, Kocka, Facing Total War: German Society, 1914-1918 (2008). 



Alan Kramer, Dynamics of Destruction:  Culture and Mass Killing in the First World War 
 (2007). 

George Mosse, Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars (1990). 
J. M. Winter, Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning (1998). 
 
 
Russian Revolution 
Historiography 
Ronald G. Suny, “Toward a Social History of the October Revolution,” AHR 81, no. 1 (February 

 1983): 31-52. 
Ronald G. Suny, “Revision and Retreat in the Historiography of 1917: Social History and Its 

 Critics,” Russian Review 53, no. 2 (April 1994): 165-182. 
Boris Kolonitskii, “Russian Historiography of the 1917 Revolution: New Challenges to Old 

 Paradigms?” History and Memory 21, no. 2 (Fall/Winter 2009): 34-59. 
 
Classic Works 
L. P., Haimson, “The Problem of Social Stability in Urban Russia, 1905-1917, ” Parts 1 and 2, 
Slavic 
  Review, no. 4, December 1964, pp. 619-42; no. 1, March 1965, pp. 1-34. 
Diane Koenker, William Rosenberg, and Ronald Suny, eds., Party, State, and Society in the 
Russian Civil 

 War: Explorations in Social History (Bloomington, 1989). 
Moshe Lewin, The Making of the Soviet Union: Essays in the Social History of Interwar Russia 
(1985). 
A. Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks Come to Power, 1976. 
R. Stites, Revolutionary Dreams: Utopian Vision and Experimental Life in the Russian 
Revolution (1989). 
 
More Recent Works 
Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy: The Russian Revolution, 1891-1924 (1997). 
P. Holquist, Making War, Forging Revolution: Russia’s Continuum of Crisis, 1914-1921 (2002). 
B. Evans Clements, Bolshevik Women (1997). 
D. Raleigh, Experiencing Russia’s Civil War: Politics, Society and Revolutionary Culture in 
Saratov, 1917-22, 
  (2002). 
V. Bonnell, Iconography of Power: Soviet Political Posters under Lenin and Stalin (1997). 
S. Fitzpatrick et al., eds., Russia in the Era of NEP (1991). 
W. Goldman, Women, the State and Revolution: Soviet Family Policy and Social Life, 1917-36 
(1993). 
 
 
Inter-War Europe: Politics, Culture and Society 
Classic Works: 
David Abraham, The Collapse of the Weimar Republic: Political Economy and Crisis (1986). 
Peter Gay, Weimar Culture: The Outsider As Insider (1968). 
Siegfried Kracauer, From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film 



 (1947). 
Julian Jackson, The Popular Front in France, Defending Democracy, 1934-1938. (1990). 
Charles S. Maier, Recasting Bourgeois Europe (1975) 
Marwick, Britain Between the Wars (1961). 
Arno J. Mayer, Politics and Diplomacy of Peacemaking:  Containment and Counterrevolution at 

 Versailles, 1918-1919 (1969). 
Klaus Theweleit, Male Fantasies (volumes one and two) (1989). 
John Willet, Art and Politics in the Weimar Period (1978). 
 
More Recent Works 
Susan Kent, Making Peace: The Reconstruction of Gender in Interwar Britain (1994). 
Philip Nord, France’s New Deal: From the Thirties to the Postwar Era (2010). 
Roxanne Panchasi, Future Tense: The Culture of Anticipation in France Between the Wars 
  (2009). 
Shanny Peer, France on Display: Peasants, Provincials and Folklore in 1937 Worlds Fair 

 (1998). 
Detlev, Peukert, The Weimar Republic: Crisis of Late Modernity (1993) 
Mary Louise Roberts, Civilization Without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France 

 (1994). 
Stephen Schloesser, Jazz Age Catholicism: Mystic Modernism in Postwar France, 1919-1933 

 (2005). 
Daniel Sherman, The Construction of Memory in Interwar France (2001). 
Eric Weitz, Weimar Germany: Promise and Tragedy (2007). 
Susan Whitney, Mobilizing Youth: Communists and Catholics in Interwar France (2009). 
 
 
Fascism, Nazism and World War II/Genocide of the Jews 
Classic Works: 
Gisela Bock, “Racisim and Sexism in Nazi Germany: Motherhood, Compulsory Sterilization, 

 and the State,” Signs, vol. 8, no. 3 (Spring, 1983), 400-421. 
R.J.B. Bosworth, The Italian Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives (1998). 
Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men (1992). 
Thomas Childers, The Nazi Voter: The Social Foundations of Fascism in Germany, 1919-1933 

 (1983) 
Ian Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation (1985). 
Claudia Koonz, Mothers in the Fatherland: Women, the Family and Nazi Politics (1987). 
Adrian Lyttelton, The  Seizure of Power: Fascism in Italy, 1919-1929 (1973). 
Michael Marrus and Robert Paxton, Vichy France and the Jews (1981). 
Arno J. Mayer, Why did the Heavens Not Darken? The “Final Solution” in History (1988). 
George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution: A History of European Racism (1978). 
Robert Paxton, Vichy France:  Old Guard and New Order, 1940-44 (1972). 
John Sweets, Choices in Vichy France: The French under Nazi Occupation (1986). 
Klaus Theweleit, Male Fantasies (volumes one and two) (1989). 
Eugen Weber, Varieties of Fascism: Doctrines of Revolution in the Twentieth Century (1964). 
 
More Recent Works: 



R. J. B. Bosworth, Mussolini’s Italy: Life Under the Fascist Dictatorship (2007). 
Christopher Browning, The Origins of the Final Solution (2007). 
Victoria De Grazia, how Fascism Ruled Women: Italy, 1922-1945 (1992). 
Simonetta Falasca-Zamponi, The Aesthetics of Power in Mussolini’s Italy (2000). 
Shannon Fogg, The Politics of Everyday Life in Vichy France (2010). 
Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews (1997). 
Saul Friendlander, The Years of Extermination: Nazi Germany and the Jews, 1939-1945 (2007). 
Eric Jennings, Vichy in the Tropics (2004). 
Dominick LaCapra, History and Memory after Auschwitz (1998). 
Robert Paxton, Anatomy of Fascism (2004). 
Chris Pearson, Scarred Landscape: War and Nature in Vichy France (2004). 
Moishe Postone and Eric Santer, Catastrophe and Meaning: The Holocaust and the Twentieth 

 Century (2003). 
Henri Rousso, The Vichy Syndrome: History and Memory in France since 1944 (1991). 
Frederic Spotts, Hitler and the Power of Aesthetics (2003). 
Lynn Taylor, Between Resistance and Collaboration: Popular Protest in Northern France, 

 1940-1945 (2000). 
Nancy Wingfield and Maria Bucur, eds. Gender & War in Twentieth-Century Eastern Europe. 

 (2006). 
 
 
Communism After 1917 
A. Stalinism and Soviet Society 
Classic Works 
Sheila Fitzpatrick, ed., Cultural Revolution in Russia, 1928-1931 (Bloomington, 1978) 
J. Arch Getty, Origins of the Great Purges: The Soviet Communist Party Reconsidered, 1933-
1938 (1987). 
 
More Recent Works 
Shelia Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism, Ordinary Life in Extraordinary Times: Soviet Russia in 

 the 1930s  (1999). 
Jochen Hellbeck, Revolution on My Mind (2006). 
Stephen Kotkin, Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as Civilization (1995). 
C. Merridale, C. Ivan’s War: Life and Death in the Red Army, 1939-1945 (2006). 
E. Shulman, Stalinism on the Frontier of Empire: Women and State Formation in the Soviet Far 

 East (2008). 
A. Weiner, A. Making Sense of War: The Second World War and the Fate of the Bolshevik 

 Revolution, (2002). 
 
B. Socialism and Communism after World War II: Soviet Union/East and Central Europe 
Classic Works: 
Geoffry Hosking, The First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from within (1992). 
Moshe Lewin, The Gorbachev Phenomenon (1991). 
R. G. Suny, The Revenge of the Past: Nationalism, Revolution, and the Collapse of the Soviet 

 Union (1993).  
 
 



Recent Works: 
Paulina Bren, The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague 

 Spring (2010). 
Catherine Epstein, The Last Revolutionaries: German Communists and Their Century (2003). 
D. Field, Private Life and Communist Morality in Khrushchev’s Russia (2007). 
Donna Harsch, Revenge of the Domestic: Women, the Family, and Communism in the German 

 Democratic Republic (2007). 
C. Humphrey, The Unmaking of Soviet Life: Everyday Economies after Socialism (2000). 
Padraic Kenney, A Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe, 1989 (2003). 
S. Kotkin, Armageddon Averted: The Soviet Collapse, 1970-2000, (2003). 
Istvan Rev, Retroactive Justice: The Prehistory of Post-Communism (2005). 
Joseph Rothschild and Nancy M. Wingfield, Return to Diversity: A Political History of East 

 Central Europe Since World War II, (2008).  
Katherine Verdery, What was Socialism, and What Comes Next? (1996). 
Susan L. Woodward, Socialist Unemployment: The Political Economy of Yugoslavia, 1945-1990 

 (1995). 
Alexei Yurchak,  Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More: The Last Soviet Generation 

 (2005). 
E. Zubkova, E. Russia after the War: Hopes, Illusions, and Disappointments, 1945-1957 (1998). 
 
 
Post-World War II Western Europe: Cold War, Reconstruction, Economic Miracles and 
Decolonization 
Classic Works: 
Franz Ansprenger, The Dissolution of the Colonial Empires (1989). 
Gisela Bock and Pat Thane.  Ed.  Maternity & Gender Policies: Women and the Rise of the 

 European Welfare States, 1880s-1950s (1991).  
John Gillingham Coal, Steel, and the Rebirth of Europe, 1945-55: The Germans and the French 

 from the Ruhr Conflict to Economic Community (1990). 
Paul Ginsborg, A Hitory of Contemporary Italy, 1943-1988  (19??). 
Michael Hogan, Thte Marshall Plan: America, Britain, and the Reconstruction of Western 

 Europe, 1947-1952 (1987). 
Allistair Horne, A Savage War of Peace (1977). 
Richard Kuisel, Capitalism and the State in Modern France (1983). 
Keith Middlemas, Power, Competition and the State: Britain in the Search of Balance, 1940 

-1961 (1987). 
Alan Milward, The Reconstruction of Western Europe (1987). 
Susan Pedersen, Family, Dependence and the Origins of the Welfare State in Britain and France 

 (1995). 
Irwin Wall, The United States and the Making of Postwar France, 1945-1955 (1991). 
 
 
More Recent Works: 
Matthew Connelly, A Diplomatic Revolution: Algeria’s Fight for Independence and the Origins 

 of the Post-Cold War Era (2003). 
Victoria, De Grazia, Irresistible Empire:  America’s Advance through 20th Century Europe 



 (2005). 
Barry Eichengreen, The European Economy since 1945 (2007). 
Heide Fehrenbach, Race after Hitler: Black Occupation Children in Postwar Germany and 

 America (2007). 
Elizabeth Heineman, What Difference Does a Husband Make? Women and Marital Status in 

 Nazi and Postwar Germany (1999) 
Dagmar Herzog, Sex after Fascism: Memory and Morality in Twentieth-Century Germany 

 (2005) 
Tony, Judt, Post War: A History of Europe since 1945 (2005). 
Richard Kuisel, Seducing the French: The Dilemma of Americanization (1997). 
Kristin Ross, Fast Cars, Clean Bodies: Decolonization and the Reordering of French Culture 

 (1995). 
James Le Sueur, Uncivil War: Intellectuals and Identity Politics During the Decolonization of 

 Algeria (2005). 
Todd, Shepard, The Invention of Decolonization: The Algerian War and the Remaking of France 

 (2006). 
 
 
1968 and Post-68 Culture and Politics in Western Europe 
Classic Works: 
Rob Burns and Wilfred Van der Will, Protest and Democracy in West Germany (1988). 
David Caute, The Year of the Barricades: A Journey through 1968 (1988) 
Paul Gilroy, There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack: The Cultural Politics of Race and Nation 

 (1991). 
Charles Maier, ed., Changing Boundaries of the Political: Essay on the evolving balance 

 between the state and society, and public and private in Europe (1987). 
Sidney Tarrow, Democracy and Disorder: Protest and Politics in Italy, 1965-1975 (1989). 
 
 
More Recent Works 
David Beriss, Black Skins, French Voices: Caribbean Ethnicity and Activism in Urban France 

 (2004). 
Michael Bess, The Light Green Society: Ecology and Technological Modernity in France, 1960 

-2000 (2003). 
Julian Bourg, From Revolution to Ethics: May 1968 and Contemporary French Thought (2007). 
Rita Chin, The Guest Worker Question in Postwar Germany (2007). 
Heide Fehrenbach, et al., After the Nazi Racial State: Difference and Democracy in Germany 

 and Europe (2009). 
Carol Fink, et al., 1968: The World Transformed (1998). 
Kathleen Paul, Whitewashing Britain: Race and Citizenship in the Postwar Era (1997). 
Kristin Ross, May ’68 and its Aferlives (2002). 
Michael Seidman, The Imaginary Revolution: Parisian Students and Workers in 1968 (2004). 
Paul Silverstein, Algeria in France (2004). 


